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house, or the beginning of a journey ; the words
Sri Ganesh will be found written on the flyleaf of
many an account-book and often at the -head of
bankers* letters; his image, painted or sculptured, is'
frequently to be seen in, or over, the shops of
bankers and others, and over the doorways of
dwelling-houses ; one of the gates of a Hindu city
is generally named after him ; indeed there is no
other god of the Hindu pantheon who is so frequently
seen and addressed.
Ganesha is often accompanied by a rat, and is
sometimes shown riding upon one of .hese animals,
which are regarded by Hindus as sagacious and
prudent. It is this unfortunate fact which
preserves the rat from destruction. - This god gener-
ally has four arms, but occasionally six or eight,
or perhaps only two ; when there are four, one holds
the ankas, or hook for guiding the elephant,
another a shell, in the third is a conical ball, and in
the fourth a vessel containing small cakes. Besides
being inelegant in figure he is also a poor equestrian,
and the story goes that, on one occasion, when
he fell off his steed, the Moon, who was looking on,
fell alaughing ; Ganesha lost his temper and placed
a curse upon her and upon all who should gaze upon
her thereafter ; luckily he was persuaded to modify
this, and now it applies only to those who happen
to glance at her on their birthdays.
Skanda, also known as Kartikeya, is the second
son of Siva. He is the god of war and is regarded
by thieves as their patron! He is variously